228          THE FORTUNES AND MISFORTUNES

and a gold watch by my side, as like a lady as other
folks.

I liad no sooner said so, but the other gentle-
woman cried out, A pickpocket, too, for somebody,,
she said, had tried to pull her watch away.

When I touched her watch, I was close to her,
but when I cried out, I stopped as it were short.,
and the crowd bearing her forward a little, she made
a noise too, but it was at some distance from me, so
that she did not in the least suspect me, but when
she cried out, A pickpocket, somebody cried out, Ay,
and here has been another, this gentlewoman has
been attempted too.

At that very instant, a little further in the
crowd, and very luckily too, they cried out, A pick-
pocket, again, and really seized a young fellow in
the very fact. This, though unhappy for the wretch,
was very opportunely for my case, though I had
carried it handsomely enough before; but now it
was out of doubt, and all the loose part of the crowd
ran that way, and the poor boy was delivered up to
the rage of the street, which is a cruelty I need not
describe, and which, however, they are always glad
of, rather than be sent to Newgate, where they lie
often a long time, and sometimes they are hanged,
and the best they can look for, if they are convicted,
is to be transported.

This was a narrow escape to me, and I was so
frighted, that I ventured no more at gold watches a
great while; there were indeed many circumstances
in this adventure, which assisted to my escape; but
the chief was, that the woman whose watch I had
pulled at was a fool; that is to say, she was igno-
rant of the nature of the attempt, which one would
have thought she should not have been, seeing she
was wise enough to fasten her watch so that it
could not be slipt up ; but she was in such a fright,